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1” Yo placed: amongſt :ſuch Com- 

patiy';\ where, 23-you/fay, you continually 

hear:thie Sacred Scriptures, and the Hiſtories 
thercin contain{d,-particularly of Moſes and ' 
of Chriſt, and! all Reveal d Religion turn'd 
into.-Ridicule,. by. Men who. ſet up-for 

Senſe and Reaſon. And they ſay, That ww 

1s: nd -gfeater, Ground to believe in Chriſt, 

than,.in- Mahomet ;; [That all theſe Pretences 

to Revelation are Cheats, and ever have 
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Mates\of -Dearving. which: breedlofhg Dib; 
putts ,.and which”. theſe Mien: rot: Regſesi 
deny by. wholeſale 5 tha” they can; give; 
no: Riohew: for its; - only. ſuppoſe thac Authors: 
have been tru xdupan. us;/4torpolated and 
d;:40: that: no ifireſsan, benkid 

ponthem) that itoannot afnaabers, 
hg rod {oOriwypted uwhbioky thn Regs 
ton, ought to'1ys upon:ithaw to qinove.; 
whaabledge at 5; :otherwiſe:36is2n0t only -a 
Pneeaizons but: 2'Galty. Plea: However, your 
ay x.it makes, ybur Difputesiendts@;. and 
they go away with Noife and Clambeur; 
and ſa-Boaſt;; That) there: id nothing, at 
keaſt : nothing. Ceitain , toi be Tajd onthe 
rery fideo Eherefode.you.are: dehirous 
to:foud { forme: ant DBepic of iReafan, which 
bovld-demonſtraterhe Tunth, of  th&.Chrz- 
ſtian Religion , and. :at! the: ſame time, 
diſtngaoth it fronwthe 7m poſtures. of Maho- 
wes;, : and: the ob Pagen World: >. that:our 
Drifbs. may; be brought to this Teſt, ahd be 
either obligd to Renounce their R 
and the common Reaſon, of Mankind , or 
tafabmit to: the,cleay Prodf., from : Reaſon, 
of. the: ChritiancRelipion ; which mull he 
eupl ® Reweſ',. a® ” Impaſtare can pretend 
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to, 'otherwiſe it cannot.prove the Chrtfla' 
Religion not tobe an /mpoſtare.” And whe-' 
therſucha Prodf;” one fingle Proof, (ito- 
avoid Confuſion: is not to'be. found wh 
you deſire: to. know from: me.-- 


And yowfay., ithat you catihot' mY agine 


but- there. muſt! be:'ſuch a-Proof, becauſe 
every 'Fruth>is an. it ſelf: Clear ,, and 'Oxe; 
and therefore that Oe Reaſon for 1t, af iv 
be the true: Reaſon, \muſt be ſufficient 
And, if Suffczent-,. it is.better than Many'z 
for: Multiplicity” confoundy,; A ons y to 
weak Judgments. 13! 

i Sip," you: have jam an hard: Tak 
upon me;;:I with I could. performvit : For 
tho' | Buery Trathis One, yet our Sight.is fo 
feeble/, that.we canndt Gafwarey come 
to-It' diretty: j. but by. many: Inferences, and 
laying of things: together; . '* 

But 1-think':that inithe Caſe bafovs'i us 
there is ſuch' a Proof as. you require:; and 
I will {c6-1t aaa as: dtd and plain as 
600 T9147 91 


"BE; Firſt thend FRY thas is Huth 
of the Doftrin of CHRIST. will be fuf- 
Fomnny eyinced”, if the - -Matters of Fatt 
, which 
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which: are Recorded! of him'in'the Goſpels 
| be'trae'; for His Miraches, if True, do vouch 


the T, ruth of what He deliver'd. 
\\The ſame isto be ſaid as:to Moſes. if hs | 


| , brovght' the Children of F#ael through the 
_ Rell Sea, ini that miraculous manner which 


is related" in" Exodus; and: did ſuch other 
wonderful things as are+ there told of him, 
it muſt - neceſſarily. follow , that: he 'was 
ſent from 'G OD; Theſe-being the ſkrong-! 
eſt Proofs we can deſire , and which every 
Deſt will confeſs he wou'dcacquieſce in , 
if he Saw'them with his-Eyes. Therefore 
the-Whole of 'this' Cauſe: will: Capel upon 
the: Proof of theſe Matters: of Fatt... | 

-x.” And the Method'Iwill'take, is, ffs, 
to-lay down ſuch' Rutes.; as-to the Truth of 


Matters of Faft , that where they All meet, 


fuch Matters of Fatt cannot be falſe. ' And 
then, Secondly, to ſhew that all theſe Rules 
do 'meet | in 'the Matters of Fatt of Moſes; 
and 'of Chriſt:; and thar they do not meet 
in the Matters of Fatt of Mahomet , of the 
Heathen Deities', or can potlibly meet in 


a0y Impoſture whatſoever, 
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| 7h "0 he; \Rules\ fre. theſes ft, That. the, 
Matter of kact & be th +16 that. Mens. out-! 
ward Senſes , .shoin Eyes 4% thars,,\ wax ft 
FHdlgfs of ib". 26:1Dhas it, be: done; Publickly 
the Fare:of the WOW 33117, bar: mat-aply Paublickt , 
Manyments :be kept.ap in: menery. of ity, Yah 
ſame; outivand ARtipns to bs perform d.. «Ti 
ſveh Mornimentsi end fuch Aciqnsar-QN 
vances:ibe:Initjewedd;; and: Ao Commence; 
fon we. "Tims: Ran FH Matter: of Fact wa 
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: i. The tyioifigh: Rules makes impotfbla 
or any: ch-Hatters of: Fatt pe:1p98 di 
ypar Men., at; the; Lime: whes fich ge, 
ter ". Fa. was ſeig' to. be: done ; becauſe 
very, Man's :Byes-and. Ser/ey wonktcontra- ; 
at For-Fxampk: Suppoſe any Man 
ſhou'd | pretend -that,, Yelterdaylie divided 
the/7hawes, it preſence. of all tha Reople-of 
Langdon, and caxricd. the whole (vie, Mem 
Worker ; and/Childner," ovate i Sewthparh 
eb:drf Iand3:ithe. Waters failing hke 
Walls © on--lbathafides 4k fy 3-anigmeralhs 
iwpoſhble that: he. cou'd . pexfwadeichhe 
People of London that thighas theo. Wheat 


every Man , Woman , and Child cou'd con- 


tr acct him , and ſay , That this was a 
notor1- 
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netoriousFallliopd:,. farithat they had nat: 


© Giqbe Zques-f0 diyided;| or had:gone. 


gyot/on dry. Land, Thevelare I catd[tofgr: 
| granted jj (and, 4fuppoſe;} with theodly 
Pilanee of alf>the! Diefts: 5 the World-3 
| that! nn: My. Nyc cawdbe pat! upot 
| Men at-the eume-when:fuck:: Bubleh:Matd 
ir of FatWas ſhid to be dgneor: 2h 14 
ba. Theretoxeitt only comaus, thavfucts 
Hatter, of :Baff-inight ber. itthyented ſome 
= after when the Men df chat Generas 
| Fray whetoimtHething/was:faid te-hedghs 
| irecall-paſt-and? goners ande the Credulity: 
| off &ftct»Agdy: might: brimiposd UPON by | 
| believe: that: things wer; ns 1n! WOE 
| Apts: /whach iweremot. ro. be! 
q ood for this, \the: two tl Rees arr 
' ap-a$ ruby a5: the tw: fitſtobules: incibe; 
former CH; for whoneverfuch/a Mattar of 
 Fa@k came:torbe! inventad;}-oiff mot” only: 
| Aonumeuts\ were faid: tornemain: off it | 'but; 
| 


tieviſe that Publick ATiovsand: Obſervances 
were conſtadly 'us'd 'ever: finae the; Matter 
| of Fall:was Gal to. be!:done;,; the -Deceit 
muſt be dete&ted, by no ſuch Monuments 
| aringn;\ and by the Experience df extery 
$7 mah ,nand Chile, as 
6 | _ that 


that 'no' ſuch. Attn or Obſervances were 


_ ever:us'd' by-them. For Example': Suppoſe 


Fhould:now inventia Story of ſuch a thing, 
dbne®'a' Thouſand "Years ago, I might, 
perhaps , get ſome. to believe it: But If T 
fy; that not ofly ſuch a thing: was done 
bite that - from-'that : Day "to this , every. 
Man, at the Age of Twelve Years, had 
a Joint of his [little Finger. cut off; and, 

that every. Man-in 'the Nation did want 
2 Joint of ſuch ' a'-Finger ; and that this 


Obſervation was-faid to be Part of the Mat- 


ter: of Fat dohe fo! many. Years ago;, and 
vouch'd as a'Proof- and Confirmation of it, 
and as having deſcended, ' without Inter: 
ruption, and been. conſtantly -practis'd in 
memory” of ſuch Matter of Fact, all along, 
from the time that-ſuch Matters.of Fatt was 
done: I fay.,"it is impoſſible; Ethould be 
believ'd in Vick! a Caſe ,, becauſe every one 
could contradidtme; as to the Mark of cuit- 
ting off a. Joint. of "the Finger ;. and | that 
being 'part off my Original Matter of Fs 
yon demonſtrate. the whole to be. alle, 


WL. Let us now.come to the FIRE Poine, 
to ſhew , that the Matters.of Fatt of ſe, | 


and 
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and of Chriſt, have all 'theſe Rules of Marks 
| before mention'd , and that., neither the 
Matters of Fatt of Mahamet , or what is re- 


Wi ported of the Heathen Deities have the like ; 
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.and that no Impoſture can have them all. ' 


1. As to Moſes : His reſcuing the People 


of 1ſrael out. of Egypt ,' in ſuch a wonderful 
only, told , but likewiſe that the Paſſover 


on cl dividing the Red-Sea, ©c. is not 


was then , at that very time, Inflituted ; 

and that the Offervation of it has continu 'd 
from that time down all-along , in all the 
Families of the Jews, in Remembrance, of 
that miraculous Deliverance. To the fame 
purpoſe was the Sabbaththen commanded, 

5. 15. and ſeveral other public and 


| Now, as it was impoſſible for Moſes to 
have perfwaded Six hundred thouſand Men, 


| that he had brought them out of Egypr, 
| through the Red-Sea, &c. if it had not 


| been true ; ſo, if ſuch a Story was invented: 
in After-Ages, and the Obſervation of the 
Paſſover , trom that. time , faid to be part 
| of the Matfer of -Fa&, it muſt neceſſarily; 
| ſhew. the:whole to be falſe, becauſe 6s told] 
Fat Sor: was firſt invented , + Everybody, 
mu 
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he pe annng gh "615e4\, by" arty Orhitr 
ter of Fa#thidt cari'be najn'd: * And the 
*Feuth of the rt Hatter 5f Pad faid to'be 
done fo rharfy hundred Years ago ,: being 
rgedt, when firſt invented; to | * nofut- 
| er belief; than as thell Obſervantes have 
beep. known and'f aaigd ; -anid theſe puB- 
Yck' Obſervirces being” Brought 46 a'Prit 
Uri! Confirniltion of the RAY Platter” of Fatt, 
TEM as mich apainilf the 9h»fer-of that Age 
wherein ſuch Story was firſt invented ,- tb 
belieye it , as it was againſt the Senſes of 
thoſe Who live: wWheti ſach Story Was: faid 
*t6* be © done; 'to' have” beliey'd ' it ot” thitt 
tree. And therefore where ny Matter of 
Fad is attended with-all* he Rilles" arid 
"Marks beſ6fe.mention'd;/'it i845 impoiTible 
to imvent it any Aﬀtet_Ages , Without a 
very ;@s to have infos dit uponthe 
Seb þ of Mankidd'; « the''time when it 
"IN don8.” OMA ISNT (1101 
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do Al)G8 t/ Gt Blefei Saif 
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to be done Publickly in the Fiee- _ 
Nw, as he argu'« 4 to his Accuters , 


ſake 
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i{ v7 1 . : I 4 
 ſpake openly to the:world , and in; ſecret have 
1: ſaid nothing, Joh. xvili- 20.lt, is.told, W- 
A&; 43.41. that Three thouſand atone | 
thouſand at another, trme were! coiverted, 


.upon;-Conviation,,of what: themlelves ha 
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77 
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ſcen $hat had been dong publickly befare | 
| their: Eyes, »:2 wherein: it Was. MPO flible,to al 
hayeigmposd upon. them... Therefore here ** 
were the two, firſt, of the Rules belore men- 
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'Then for the; two . ſecond ;Rapriſmand = 
the-Lord's Supper were inſtituted as perps- &J/4 
tual: Memorials -of theſe - things z and they |. 


+ - « #4 


way from that time to this. And therefor 
by what is ſaid above, it was as umpoſlible 
to. haye.. impos'd, , upon... Mankind-in this 
matter:;; by, inyepting :of. i 005: oy 
as: at the timewhen!thaſe.tmpgs Were Jud = | 
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3. The Matters of Fat of Mahiinet ; of 
ol is Fabled''of the Heathen Deities, : do 
all:-want ſome of the atoreſaid four Rules, 
F whereby the Certainty 'of Matters of Fatt 
KF ' arcdemoriſtrated. Firit, for Mahomet, he 
| JF pretended to:no Miradles, 42S he tells us in 
©. his' dorar,:c: 6, &c. and thoſe which 


TR Mahometans themſelves ibut as Legendary 
* Fables; and, as ſuch, \are-rejeted by the 
Wife :nJ. Learned among them ; as: 'the 
Legends of their Saints are 1n the Charch of 
Rome, See Dr. Prideaux his Life of Mahs- 
EF mer, pag. 34. 
#[»_ But, ih the next place , thoſe whichare 
«| « told of him, do all. want the Two firft 
Rates before mention'd. For his pretended 
| Honxerſe with the Moon ; his Mefra, or 
ight-journey. from Mecea to Feruſalem, 
and thence'to Heaven; &c. were not per- 
form'd before any body. We have only 
his own \Word -for them: And they. are as 
Groundleſs as the Delutions of Fox or Mug- 
} glcton amongſt our ſelves. The fame 1s 
4. «4&9 be faid. in the ſecond place) of the 
| Fables of the Heathen- Gods , of Mercury's 
Healing _ ; T_ s turning him uf 


its 


| 


are commonly. told ot. him paſs among the. 
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1ato 2 Bull , and the like . beſides the Pol- 
ly and Unworthineſs of ſuch ſenſeleſs pretend- 


ed Miracles. And moreover , the Wife a- 


mong, the Heathen did reckon no other- 
wiſe of theſe but as Fables, which had a 


Mythelogie , or Myſtical meaning in them, 


ot which ſeveral of them have given us 
the Ratzonale , or Explication. And it is 
plain enough that Ovid meant no other by 
all his Metamorphoſes. 

It is true, that Feaſts, Games , and fuch 
like Publick Inſtitutions were appointed in 


j 


Memory of Bacchus , Ceres , and other of 


the Heathen Deities : But thefe want the 


4th. Mark. viz. That ſuch Publick Inſt Z- 


tations ſhould Commence from the Time that 
fach A#jons which they Commemorate, 


by Deteing it, at the time when firſt 
Hrvented , 2s hath been Argu'd before. Bur 
the Bacchanatia and other Heathen Feaſts 
were In{tituted matty Ages after what was 


Teparted of theſe Gods was faid to-bedone, 
and theretore catt be no Preof of them. 


were faid ro bedone. Otherwiſe they can- * 
not ſecure aiter Ages from the Impoſture, 
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IV. Now to Apply what has been ſaid, 
Yau may Challehge all the Deifts in the 
World to thew any A:tion that is Fabulous, 
which has all the fury Rules,or Marks þetore 
 mentiond.. Na ;. it is impotlible. And ( to 
'Reſume a little what is ſpoke to before ) 
the Hiſtory of Exodus or the Goſpel cou'd 
never have been Receiv'd, if they had not 
been Trae ; becauſe the Inſtitution of the 
Paſſover , of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper 
are there related, as Memorials then Gam- 
menced, and lo to deſcend through the ſuc- 
ceeding Ages: And ( as I. faid before ) it 
is full as Impoſlible to perſuade Men, that 
_ they had kept Paſſovers and receiv'd Sicrs- 
- ments, if they had not done it, as that 
they walk'dupon their Heads,went through 


' Seas, or what you pleaſe. 


And the Truth of the Matrers of. Fad of 
Exgodus and the Goſpel, being no Frcvaf Sox 
preſs'd upon Men, than as the ey haye Pra-. 
ais'd fych: Publick Fa tutions; it is AP Pen | 
-, to the Senſes of. ;Mankind for. the 7ruth 
of them: And makes it impoſiible . for any. 
to have Invented ſuch Stories.in after 4 DCs, 
without a Palpable Deredtion of the Cheat 
when firſt a RPO as fo bay 
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Impos'd upon the Senſe of Mankind, at the 
time. when ſuch Publick” "Matters of Fatt 
were faid to be done.” © 

'V. 1 donotfay, that every thing which 
wants theſe four Marks is: Falſe: but'that 
nothing can be Falſe which has them AZ. 

I have: no manner” of Doubt that there 
was ſuch a Man as Julius Czar, that he 
Fought at Pharſalia, was kill'd in the Senat- 
houſe ; and' many other Matters of Fact of 
Ancient times, tho' we keep no Publick 0þ- 
ſervances in Memory of them.  *© 

But this thews', that the Matters of Fatt 
of Moſes and of Chriſt have come'down to 
Us better Guarded than any other Matters 
of Fat how True ſoever. 

And'yet' our Deiſfs , who would hugh 
any. Man out of the World, as an, Itratio- 
nal Brute, that ſhould offer to Deny Czſar 
or Alexander": : Homer or Virg#l, their Pub- 
lick Works and Attions : do, at the fame 
time, value themſelves as the only Men of 
"= and Seije , of ' Free, Generous , ind Un- 

byaſt Fudgments for Rid iculivg the Hiſtories 
Es Moſes with Chriſt, that are [nZnitely better 
Atteſted,and Guarded with Inialltblc Marks, 
winch the'others wan, * _ 
; | I. 
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.- VI. Belides that the. Importance. of the 
ſubje& ,wou'd, oblige. All Men to Inquire 
more narrowly-into the one than the other : 
For. what conſequence is it. to me, or to 
the.World , .whether there was ſuch.a Man 
as Czjar , whether he-Beat , or was Beaten 

at Pharſalia, whether Homer or Virgil wrote 
fuch Books, and, whether what is Related 
in the: {ads or,; Ancids be True or Falſe > 
It is ,not Two.. pence up or down to any 
Man..,in, the World... And therefore it 1s 


_ worth,na Man's while to Inquire. into it, 


uf our very Souls and Bodies, both this 

Life and Eternity are concern(d inthe Truth 

ot what is Related in the Holy Scriptures : 
And therefore Men would be more Inqui- 
ſitiveinto the Truth of theſe, than. of any 
other,. Matters of Fad ; Examine and Sift 
them Narrowly ; and find out the Deceir, 
if any, ſuch could be found : For it concers's 
them Nearly ; : and was of the laſt Tmportance 


cither, to Oppoſe or Juife the Truth of thele 


to. them. HA CASE Y SOR UG 
. How, unreaſonable then is it to Reject 


th e M atter . of Fatt , fo Sifted, ſo Examin'd, 
ang ſo. Aitefted as 18 er Matters of Fatt 


ul be inf 
Moni 


FR i 
" the Weld ever were : 4ad. yet to think 

Lge mott Highly  Unreaſonable , even ro 
Mis dnefs,” to Den y other Matters of Fad, 
which Have not” the thonſandth part” 'of 


' their Evidence , and are of no Conſequence at ' 
all to ALY wh ether Trat or Falſe) - 


OP hors | are feyeral other Topicks : 
iy Whetice the Truth of the. Chriftzan 


Religion is Evinced to ull Who! wil Judge 


themſelves leave to 


by ;ceaſofi, 'and give: 


Conſider.” As the Moors abihity that'ten or 


twelve Poor IHhterate Fiſher then (pbtild Torr 
PE ign of i Der nd vg 
Beligye .their, Deluftons and the Inpuſtoi 
of th Keir fe Dim 
Learn m,, Bn: "dr ah} one VG = 
That could d Recommend "hem! Ahd* tol 


poſe : a Dottrine quite' oppoſite to tHe Taft 
| and Fewer of Men , ; ed all Ward! Ad- 
Vain rages , 0 Fork mats nd this in an Age 
"of fo Great Le yas hat 


y RA Peck 
\hereinthe he Capt Was ponet 
theſe” 63 Rees ould ot Bnly ultde 4240 
the Se .and i Yet pf, "5 the. EVE 

Perſecutions and Wait 


| 


ng it, 'W, Ithout force of Arms, | 
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Forgery of: their own Contriving ! Some 
have ſ{uffer'd for Errors,which they thought 
to be:7ruth +. Bart never any for what them- 
ſetves iknew:to be Lyes. And. the Apoſtles 
muſt know what they taught to be' Lyes, 
if it was ſo, becauſe they ſpoke of rhoſe 
things, which they ſaid; they 
' had botlvi/Few'and heard, had ag. iv. 20; 
lvoked upon; and' handled with * Job: 1. x. 
their- Hands, &c. OO 7 
Neither can'is be faid, that they ; per- 
haps; might have Propos'd fome/Temporal 
Advarttapes to themlelves ,. but miſs'd 'of 
them , and met with Sufferings inſtead of 
them: For, if it had been ſo, it is more 
than Probable: that when they faw their 
Diſappointment, they would have diſco- 
. yer'd their Conſpiracy ; eſpecially when they 
might not only have- ſaved Lives , but 
got. Great 'Rewards for dving of ir. That 
_ ohe of them thould everhave been brought 

to do'this/ oo SBI T4 "Fey 
- " Bat'this is not all. For they tell us, thac 
their Maſter bid them expe nothing but 
Sufferings \n'this) World, This is the Te- 
nure of all that Goſpel which they taught : 


2 0 And they" told the ſameto All whom'they 


RE - 
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Converted. So: that here was: no Diſap- {| 
pointment. | /{_;:. Ay01Þþ1 5:93T6d4 | 
-For: all that were - Converted; by them 
were Converted upon the- Certain Expect 
tion of Sufferings., and bidden Prepare for. 
it. Chriſt commanded his,Diſciples, to Take 
up their Croſs \ and: Follow: Him : And 
told them, that in. the World:they ſhould 
have Tribulation :\That. whoever. did not. 
Forſake Father, Mother ;; Wife, Children; 
Lands, and their, very Lives: could:not 


} 


| be his- Diſciples © That he rn to fave 


his Life in this Warld , ſhould Jofe itinthe 
Wen Nan 1 Jam Þtrs mart; 
Now that this Deſpisd DoFrize of thie 
Croſs ſhould Prevail fo Unzverſally againſt 
the Allurements ot. Fleſh and. Blood, : and: all 
the ; Blaydiſbments oi this. Wopld : Againſt 
all'the Rage and:;Perſecution of all- the: Kingg 
and Powers -of the; Earth, muſt ſhew- Its 
Origzral to be Divine ;- andats Proteffor, Al.- 
mhty. What 1s it elſe, could Copquer:withs 
out Arms; ' Rerfwate.' without . Rhetorick ; 
overcome :Enemzes, ; diſarm! Zyrants ;.1arid 
ſubdue Empires' withour Q oh KEEPER 
- 3; YU. Wemas add toll this/i the Teſti 
ponies : of ithe; moil . biczet,! Hrewics | and 
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Perfecutors of Chriſttanity'; Jews, and' Gen- 
tiles, to the Truth.of the Matter of Fatt of 
Chriſt:, ſuch as Foſephus ,and Tacitus ; of 
which the firſtfourith'd abqut. fourty Y ears 
after the Death of Chriſt, and. the other. 
about ſeventy Years aiter.: ;Sq--that - they: 
were capable af Examining-into the Truth, 
and: wanted 'not Prejudice and Malice ſuf- 
ficient to have Inclin'd: them to deny-the 
Matter: of Fad it ſelf of Chriſt: But their 
Confeſling to it, as Iikewiſe Lucian, Celſus, 
Parpheyrie , and  Futia the, Apoſtate ;- the 
Mahometans fince , and all.other Enemies of 
Chriſt;avity that have Ariſen:in the World, 
ian Undenyable:Atteſtation to the Truth 
of the Matter of Fatt... 
-ÞX.' Theſe and other 7opicks, which have 
been infiſted upen.by thoſe who have Man- 
ag'd . this Argument, cangot nor. ought 
not to be Deny.'d. by any Man who pre- 


tends to Common Senſe. And It 1s very. La- 


mentable to.ſee- a wide. Mauth , a ſcornful 
Ned ,. or Leer, and a Noiſy Efirontery ,. 1m- 
patient of Argument or Contradiction , carry 
1t away with. ſome Unthinking- People /a- 
gainit all the Reaſon and. Authority in-the 


, W orld ! only becauſe they ſay , that not- 


' with- 


LW 
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withſtanding of all your ati how- 
ever Artfully laid together, : yet it .1$ Poſſi- 

Ble to be btherwiſe : And they Demand, 

for Matters of Fad long, ſince Paſt, a De- 
monſtration trom the outward Senſes of the 
Preſent Age! That is ; 'that I thould See 
or | Hear What. was before: I' was 'Born. 
Which is a Method-they. would Zoo: at, if 
Proposd in any other Cafe. ; 

* X. But tho we cannot /ez what was dots 
before our Time, yer by the Marks which 
I have laid 'down comnnite the Certainty 
of Matters of Pait done beiore our Time, 

we nay be as rfiveh Aſſurid'of the ruth of 


em, as if we fa themwith our Eyes; 


becauſe whatever Matter\of Fact has all the 
foar Marks before\mention'd., conld never 
liave been-Divented and Reeepe'd but. upon 
the Cofiviction ol the a#tiard'Sexſes: of All 
theſe who did Recezve it , as before'is De- 
monſtrated. And - therefore this Topic 


Which I have Chofen , doesNtand upon Nie 


Corvittit event bf Mets bitward Senſes, And 
fiice you have\Confin'd'me'to-one Topick, 
I have not JaRfted £ Yoo the others which 
! Have only” Mens: 
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xt. And now it lies upon the Des ; - if 
they wou'd appear as Men of Reaſon, to 
ſhew ſome Matter of Fai. of former Ages, 
which 'they allow to be 7rze, that has 
oreater Furdences of its Truth , "thai the 
Matters of Fatt of Maſes and of Chrift -Other- 


wife they cannot , with any ſhew-of Rea- 


for , Rejet the one, -arid yer Admit-'of 
the other. 

| ButI have'given them Greater Latitide 
than this, for T have ſhewh' Tach Marks-of 
the {+ Ig of the Matters of: Fat of Moſes 
and FOh rift , as no vine) Matvers of Fact 
of thoſe Times , However 77 The, "Have 
but theſe Soy. And'f put it uport them 
to few an ny Forgery t that kits All theſe 
Marts. 
This is 1 ſhort Ihe Kee FRM cloſe 


to this.” This Determins' the Caſes all. at 


Orice, 
Let "en Product theit Apollonius -Ty- 


#dzus, Whole Life was ptit into Engliſh by 


'the Execrable Charles Blount \ and com- 
ar'd, 'with all the 1/7 and Malite he was 
falter of , to the Life and Miracles of our 

viaked $rvjowr. 2 


Let 


[24 7] 
- Let: them take-Aid. from all the: Legends 
in the Church, 0i Rome ,- thoſe Pious Cheats, 
the ſore. Diſeraces. of Chriſtianity ; and 
which havebutths iaireit, ot any one Con- 
trivance,, to-oyerturn the Certainty of the 
Miracles. of Chriſt, and: his Apoſtles, and 
whole 7ruth oi the Goſpel ; by putting them 
All-upon the ſame. Foez; at leait, they are 
{0 Underſtood by the Generality of their 
Devotees.,. tho: \ Diſpun'd and .Laugh'd at by 
the Lagnedanl Men ot Sexſe among.them,; 
get 4 acyl Pick-and Chooſe the moſt Pra- 
baRlge! Fall th e Fables oi.the Heathey Deities; 
andiſe it they canfindin any or;Albof theſe 
the! four, Marks. before. Mention 'd.: 
therwiſe let ther ſubngit to the as 
gab e Certainty of the Critias Religion. 
ALL... ut r notwithitanding of all that 
is ſaid, .the Deifts. will (till contend, That 
All this i is but Prieſt- Craft , the Invention 
of Prieſts, tor their own Profit, .&c. 'Then 
they, will give us,an. /dea of Prieſts far Dif- 
ferent” from .whak they - Intend: F or.; they, 
we muſt look uponctheſe Prieſts, not qn]: 
-D the Cunningeſt and Wi eſt of Mankind; but 
we ſhall be temp ted to A lore them! AS Dei- 
res, who have fuch Power as to impoſe, > at 
| their 


- 
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their Pleaſure, upoft-the' Senſes -of Man- 
kind, to' make them\' believe , That they 
had Praftis'd ſuch Publick Iuſtitutions,Ena- 
ed them by Laws, taught them to their 


Children, &c, when they -had never done 
any of theſe things, or ever ſo much as 


heard .of them before: And then, upon 
the Credit of their Believing that they 
had done ſuch things as they never did, to 


make them further Believe, upon theſame- 
Foundation , whatever they pleas'd to Im- 


poſe upon them as to Former Ages ; Ifay, 
ſuch a Power as this muſt Exceed All that 
is Humane; 'and conſequently make Us 
Rank theſe Prieſts tar above the Condition 
of Mortals. 

2. Nay, this were to make them outdo 


all that has ever been Related of the 7fernal- 


Powers : For tho' their Legerdemaine has ex- 
tended to Deceive ſome Unwary Behold- 
ers; and their Power of working ſome 
ſeeming Miracles has been Great, | yet it 


never Reach'd, nor ever was ſuppos'd to. 


Reach ſo tar as to Deceive the Senſes of all 
Mankind, in Matters of ſuch Publick and 
Notorious Nature as thoſe of which we now 


had 
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ſpeak, to make them Believe, that they 


had' EngQed Laws for ſuch Publick Obſer- 
vaxces , continually.Practis'd them, taught 
them to their Chi/dren,, and had been 1n- 
ſtruted in them themſelves , fram their 
Childbeod , if they had never Enalted, Pra- 
ctis'd, Taught, or been Taught ſuch things. 

3. Andas this Exceeds all the Power of 
Hell: and Devils, ſo is it more then ever 
God Alwighty has done fince the Foundation 
of the Warld. Nane of the MGracles that 
He has ſhewn , or. Be/zef which he has Re. 
quir'd £0. any thing that he has;Reveald, 
has ever Contradicted the outward Senſes of 
any one Man in the World , much leſs of 
All Manii#d together, For Miracles being 
Appeals to our Outward Senſes, if they 
ſhould averthrow the Certainty of our Oat- 
ward Serſes, muſt Deſtroy , with it, all 
their own Certainty, as to Us ; ſince we 
have no other way to Judge of a Miracle 
Exhibited ta our Sexes, than upon the ſup- 
poſition af tae Certainty of our Senſes, upon 
which we give Credir to a Miracle , that 
is thewn to our Senſes, i 
- 4- This, by the way, is a yet Un-an- 
ſer'd Argument againſt the Miracle of 
Trauſubſtautiation And ſhews the we Ying, 
O 


a7 3 - 
of the Defence which the Church of Rome 
offers for it, ( from whom the Socznzass 


) havelickditup, and, of late, have Glo- 


ry d much in it amongſt Us ) That the 
Dottrines of the 7rinity or Incarnation cofi- 
tain as Great ſeeming Abſurdities as that 
of Tranſubſtantiation : k or I wou'd ask which 


of our Sexſes 1s it which the Dodrines of 


the Trinity or Incarnation do Contradict 2 
| 1s it our Seeing, Hearing, Feeling, Taſte, 
or Smell > Whereas Tranſubſtantiation do's 
Contradict All of theſe. Theretore the Come- 
pariſon 1s Exceedingly ſhort, and out of Pur- 
poſes. But to Rerurn. | 

It the Chri/tzan Religion be a Cheat, and 
nothing elſe but the rvention of Prieſts ; 
and carry'd on by their Crafe,it makes their 
Power and Wiſdom Greater, than that of 
Men, Angels, or Devils, and more than 
God Himſelf ever yet ſhew'd or expreſs'd ; 
to Deceive and Jmpoſe upon the Senſes of 
Mankind, in ſuch Publick and Notorrous Mat- 
ters of Fat. | | 

XI8. And this Miracle, which the Deifts 
muſt run into to avoid theſe Recorded of 
Moſes and Chriſt, is muck Greater and more 
Aſtoniſhing than All the Scriptures tell of 
Then, | So 
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"$5 that theſe Men, who Laughtrat AM 
"Miracles. are now oblig'd to Account for 
_ "the Greateitof All, How the Senſes of Man- 
kind cou'd be Impos d upon: in ſuch Publick . 
Matters of Patt. , 
And how then they make the Priefts the 
mol} Contemprible of all: Mankind, ſince they 
make Them the ſole. Authors of this the 
Greateſt of Miracles} ' 

. XIV. Ard iince the -Dezfts ( theſe Men | 
of Seuſe and Reaſon ) have fo Vile and Mean }F 
an /dea-ot the Prieſts of all Religzons , why 
-do they not Recover the World out of the 
Poſſeſſion and Government of ſuch Blockheaals! 
Why do they ſufter X7ngs and Szates to be 
led by Them! To Eitabhth their Deceits by | 
Laws ; and Inflict Penalties upon the Op- 
pofers of them ! Let the Dejſfs try their 
Hands ! They have been Trying ; and ate 
now very Bulte about it. And tree Liberty 
they have. Yet have they not Prevail'd. Nor 
ever yet did Prevail in.any Civiliz'd orGeye- 
rous Nation. And tho they have made ſome 
'In-roads among the Hotentots , and ſome 
other the Moit Brutal Part oft Mankind, yet 
-are they {till Exploded, and Prieſts. have 
and do Prevail avant them , among not 
_ only 
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| only the Greateſt but Beſt Part of the World, 
and the Moy. Glorious tor Arts, Learning, 
and War. 
_ __ XV. Foras the Devil da's Ape God, in 
His I»/titutions of Religion, His Feafts , Sa- 
 crifices, &c. So likewiſe in His Prieſts. 
Without whom , no Religion, whether True 
or Falſe, can itand. Falſe Religion is but a 
Corruption ol the True. "The True was be- 
| fore it; tho' it follow'd cloſe upon the 
" Heels. The Revelation made to Moſes 1s El- 
* der than any Hiſtory Extant in the Heathen 
World. The Heatherns, in Imitation of 
Him, Pretended likewiſe to their Reve- 
lations ; But I have given thoſe Marks which 
Diſtin guiſh them from the 77ue ; None of 
them on thole four Marks betore mentio- 
ned. Now the Deifts think all Revelations 
to be equally Prerended, and a Cheat ; and 
the Priefts of all Relig)ons to be the fame 
Contrivers and Juglers ; and therefore they, 
Proclaim War Equally againſt All And 
are equally Engagd to bear the brunt of 
AlL And ;.:it the Conteſt be only betwixt 
the Beef, andihe Prie/ts,; whichgafther 
are the Men of the Greateſt! Parts, and. 
Senſe , let the Efefs determine it ; and let 
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the Deiſts yield the Yidory to their Conque- 
rors, who, by theirown Confeſſion, carry 
All the World before them. 
XVI. If the Deifts ſay , that this is BY 
cauſe All the World are Blockheads., as well 
-as theſe Prieſts who Govern them ; - that all 
are Blockheads, except the Deiſts, who Vote 
themſelves only to be Mex of Senſe : 'This 
( beſides the Modeſty of it ) will ſpoil their 
Greit and ' Beloved Topick, in behalf of 
what they call Natura! Religion, againſt 
the Reveal'd. wiz. Appealing to the Com- 
mon Reaſon of Mankind : This they ſet u 
again{t Revelation ; think this to be ſut- 
*icient for all the Uſes of Men, here, or 
hereafter, ( if there be any Afﬀter-State ) 
and therefore that there 1s no uſe of Reve- 
lation; this Common Reaſon they advance as 
Tnfallible, at leaſt, as the ſareſt Guide: Yet 
now ery out upon it , when it turns againſt 
them; when this Common Reaſon runs after 
Revelation (3s it alwaies has done ) then 
Conimon' Reaſon is a Beaſt; and wemolt look 
for'Reaſor'; notfrom: the Common-Sentiments 
of: Mankind, but. Fey” hag. 5 ark Beavx 
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XVII.: Thereiore 1t the Dei/ts would a-- 
void the Mortification ( which will be very 
unealie to them.) to. yield and ſubmit, to 
be ſubdu'd and Hew'd down before the 
Prieſts , whom ot all Mankind , they Hate 
and Deſpiſe ; if they would avoid this. Let 


9 them conieſs, as the 'Truth is, That Re-' 


lizzon 1s no Invention of Prieſts, but of 
Divine Original : That Prieſts were Inſti-: 
tuted by the ſame Aathor of Religion ; and 
that their Order is a Perpetual and Living 
Monument of the Matters of Fad of their Re- 
ligjion, In{tituted trom the 7ime that ſuch 
Matters of Fact were ſaid to be done, as 
the Levites from Moſes ; the Apoſtles, and 
ſucceeding Clergy trom Chriſt, to this Day. 
That no Heathen Prieſts can ſay the ſame : 
They. were not Appointed by, . the Gods 


whom they ſerv'd, but by other. in after 


Ages , 4n Honour of thoſe Gods. They can- 
not ſtand the Telt of the four Rules before 
mentioned, which the Chriſtian Prieſts can 
do; and they ozly, And it being told in 
the Matter of Fatt of Chriſt, that ſuch or- 
der of Prieſts were by. him Inſtituted , and 
to Continue to the end of the World ; if 
the Matters of Fact of Chriſt were Falſe 

es then 
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then whenever they came t6'be Invented, 
in aiter Ages, there cou'd be ne ſuch Or- 
der of Chriſtian. Prieſts; and the Matters of 
Fact of Chriſt being preſs d to be True, no 
otherwiſe than as there was ( at that time 
when they were Invented ) nor only Pub-. 
lick Sacraments ( as before has been vre'd ) 
but a viſtble order of Prieſts to Adminiſter - 
them; conſequently there being then nb/ 
ſuch order of Man viſible in the World, muſt 
Demon trite the whole to be Falſe ; and ſo 
make it Impoiiible tobe Receiv'd under the. 
Circutnitances before mention'd, - 
XVIHI. Now the Chriſtian Priefthood, AS 
Inftituted by Chrift Himſelf, and continu'd 
by ſucceſſion to this - 2ay;being as Impreguable 
and Plagrant a. 7, eftimony to the 4Futh of 
the Matrers' of Fatt 6 'Ci riſt, as the Sacrn- 
ments ; of Any other Publick Inftiniition - : 
Beiides' that), if the Priethovd were taken 
away, the' Sacraments and other Publick 
Iiftitations, which are Admitiinedby their 
Han 'sinfi1t-Fall with them: : Therefore the 
Devil has beca trio! Birfe , arid bent his 
Gteaceft 'Force:, in alf Wer © "v&Mnft the 
Prieſt haod ,"khow ing: Th $0 Gow! n, 
hk moe With =. 
XIX, 
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XIX. With the Deiffs, in this Cauſe; are 1 
joyn'd the @wakers and other of our Diſſen-. 
ters , who throw off the: Surceſion of our 
| Priefthood (by which only it can be De-. 
| | « monſtrated ) together with the Sacraments.: 
and Publick Feſtivals. Andifthe Devilcou'd 
- have Prevail'd to have theſe Dropt , the 
Chriſtian Religion wou'd loſe the moſt Us- 
dewiable and Demonſtrative Proof for the: 
- Truth of the Matters of Fat-of our Saviour, 
upon which the Truth of His Do#rine'do's. 
Uepend. Therefore we may ſee the Artifice 
1 and Malice of the Devil, m all theſe At- 
|} tempts: And let thoſe ' wretched [uſtru- 
4 meuts whom he Tgworantly ( and fore, by: 
a Mif:guided Zeal) has Deluded thus to 
| Undermind Gbriſtiatity , now at aſt look 
| back, and ſeethe Szare inwhich they have 
beta taken !'for it they had Prevail'd, or 
ever -ſhoud , Chriſtzauity Dies with them. 
At feaſt}, it will be render'd: Precarious , as 
2 thing of which no Certam root canbe 
en. Therefore, let thoſe:of rhem , who | 
 have'arty Zeal for. the T ruth, bleſs God 
that they havenot Prevail d ; and quickly 
ketive them; and ket all others be aware: 
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And let us Confider and Honour the 
Prieſthood , Sacraments, and 
other Publck Tuſtitutions of - 


ob. Chriſt, not only as Means of 
Ser. 6.P. 129. Grace; and Helps ro Devotzon, 


| but as the Great Evidences of 
the Chriſtian Religzon. 

Such Bvidences as no Pretended Revelation 
ever had, or can ave. Such as do Plainly. 
Diſtinguith it from all Fookih Legends and 
Impoſtures whatſoever. 

XX. And now, laſt of all, if one aged 
of Advice wou'd not be loſt upon Men who 
think ſo Unmeaſurably of themſelves as 


the Deiſts, you may Repreſent to them,. 


what a Condition they are.1n , wha ſpend: ' 
their Life and Seyſe which. God has given 
them , in Ridiculing- the Greateit: of his 
Bleſſings, His Revelations of Chriſt, and by 
Chriſt, to Redeem thoſe from Eternal Mi- 
fery , who ſhall Believe in Him, and: Obey 
 His:Laws. And that God, in His Won- 
derful Mercy and Wiſdom has ſo Guarded 
His Revelations , as that it 1s paſt the Power 
of Men or Devils to Counterfeit : And that 
there 15 no Dexying of them , unleſs we will 
be {0 Abfurd as to Deny not only. the 


Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, but the Certainty of the outward 


|  Sexſes, not only of ozc, or two or three, 
'# © butof Markindin General. That this Caſe 


1s ſo very Plain , that nothing but want of 
Thought can hinder any to Diſcover it. 
That they muſt yield it to be ſoPlain, 
unleſs they can ſhew ſome Forgery which 
has All the four Marks before ſet down. 
Y. But if they cannot do this , they muſt quit 
| their Cauſe, and yield a Happy Ytory 
| over themſelves : Or elſe fit down under 
all that /gnominy with which they have 
Loaded the Prieſts, otbeing , not only the 
moſt Pernicious but ( what will Gall them 
more ) the moſt Fooliſh and Inconfiderate of 
Mankind. 

Therefore let them not think it an under- 
valuing of their Worthineſs, that their whole 
Cauſe 1s Compriſed in leſs than two Sheets 
and an half of Paper : And no more time 
beſtow'd upon it than it is worth. 


Fuly 17th, 
1697, 
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